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Cottage had finally been given up early in the summer,
and the family party, passing hastily through Edin-
burgh, went on first to Blair Athol and then to Strath-
peffer, returning to Heriot Row in the middle of
September. Never before, Stevenson declared, had he
appreciated the beauty of the Highlands, but now he
was all enthusiasm. Except an article at Calistoga, he
had done no work for months, but these new influences
suffered him to rest no longer: he wrote "The Scots-
man's Return from Abroad,"1 and was planning for
himself no less a book on Scotland than a History of
the Union. At Strathpeffer he met Principal Tulloch,
already a friend of his parents and the editor of Fraser's
Ma$Q%ine> with whom he had much talk, and by whom
he was confirmed in the purpose of his book. More-
overt "The Scotsman's Return" and the paper on
Monterey were accepted for Fraser.

On the other hand, both Stevenson and his father
now considered it undesirable to publish the account of
his recent experiences as an emigrant in its existing
form* It was necessarily somewhat personal, and the
circumstances under which it was written had told
against its success. It had been sold, but it was the
work which his friends had criticised most severely, and
there no longer existed the dire need for making money
by any possible means* The sum paid by the pub-
lishers was refunded by Mr. Stevenson, and for the
time being the book was withdrawn.

The exile's return to his native country was of short
duration, for the hardships he had endured and his con-
sequent illness had rendered him quite unable to face a
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Swanston      * See pp. 99, 102.
